
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

November 2019 
 

Dear friend, 
 
Have you noticed that our young people are fired up?? They are 
literally taking to the streets to tell us that it’s time for a radical change 
in how our society relates to the Earth.  
 
I’m writing to you— and a small group of other dedicated supporters 
of the Vermont Wilderness School— because I know that you believe 
in these young people. I’m inviting you to support them by contributing 
to our scholarship fund.  
 
This year we will provide $30,000 in scholarship funds to over 80 
families. By helping a young person participate in a VWS program, you 
are reinforcing what they already know— that living a life of purpose 
and community service begins with the cultivation a deep personal 
connection with the natural world.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may know the Vermont Wilderness School as an organization that has been offering life-changing 
nature connection programs and mentoring for the past 20 years. But that’s not all we do.  I have a 
feeling there may be more to VWS than you realize! 
 
VWS believes that nature-connection, equity, and social justice are interdependant— they walk hand in 
hand. Our vision is to be an antidote to the powerlessness and isolation felt by so many in the world 
today. We’re grateful that young people like Leora (pictured above) and her peers put their trust in us as 
a place for essential learning and growth. We hope you will join with us in this vision. 
 
What are we doing right now to make this vision real? 
 

• Making our nature connection programs available to everyone. We already offer sliding scale 
pricing and scholarships for every one of our programs. This year we will provide $30,000 in 
scholarships to over 80 families. In the near future we’ll be expanding our free programming for 
elementary school students. (Stay tuned.) 

“It was the only thing she 
asked for.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This comment was made 
offhand by the mother of 15-
year-old Leora Fisher. When 
asked by her parents what gift 
she wanted for the holidays, 
the only thing she wanted was 
to return to the Vermont Art of 
Mentoring program for a 
second year. 
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The Vermont Wilderness School is founded on the belief that 
it is possible to restore our relationships with the land. 
  

These young people are showing us that it is not only 
possible — it is essential. 


